Journal Entry Scoring Rubric
	 Category
	Description

	Category
5
The quality of the student’s journal responses is exceptional. 
	· Journal responses demonstrate an in-depth, insightful understanding of the content and concepts under consideration. 
· Writing refers to relevant resources beyond examples provided by the instructors. 
· Appropriate vocabulary choices are made when writing about and discussing the concepts. 
· Self-reflections demonstrate to the reader an increased understanding of the fundamental concepts associated with the readings or class discussions.

	Category
4
The quality of the student’s journal response is commendable but not exceptional. 
	· Journal response offers cogent commentary on their own and their classmates growth in understanding. 
· The response is complete. 
· The key vocabulary associated with the big ideas incorporated into the readings, course discussions and activities is used. 
· Self-reflection reveals an indication of student growth and improvement.

	 Category
3
	 The student’s journal response incorporates some qualities from categories 2 and 4.

	 Category
2
The quality of the student’s journal response demonstrates a lack of understanding of or reflection on the subject at hand.
	 · The written work does not present a compelling case that the student understands the basic concepts associated with the journal prompt. 

· The key vocabulary associated with the big ideas incorporated into the readings, class discussions, and activities is seldom/never used. 
· Self-reflection related to personal growth is not present.

	 Category
1
The quality of student’s journal responses is below expectations for graduate level course work. 
	· Response is not timely, complete or is missing. 
· Important core concepts are not integrated into the student’s writing, and/or no documentation of intellectual understanding provided. 
· Not enough evidence of student growth to attain a higher score.


